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SUBJECT: LAW OF THE SEA: CONFERENCE DECISION ON THE PRESIDENCY: 

THE COLOMBIAN POSITION 

REF: GENEVA 05178 

1 . THE SUBJECT OF COLOMBIA'S NON-PARTICPATION IN THE APRIL 6 
VOTE ONAMERASINGHE AS LOS PRESIDENT (PARA 4, REFTEL) CAME UP IN 
SEPARATE CONVERSTATIONS BETWEEN POL COUNSELOR AND COLONEL LOND- 
ONO, CHIEF, FOREIGN MINISTRY FRONTIER S DIVISION, APRIL 7.AND ADMIR 

AL GUIDBERTO BARONA, CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS, COLOMBIAN NAVY, 
APRIL 10. LONDONO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR LOS AT THE MINISTRY. 

BARONA IS THE COLOMBIAN NAVY'S REPRESENTATIVE ON LOS MATTERS 
AND AS SUCH HAS PARTICIPATED IN LOS CONFERENCES AND REPRESENTS 
THE NAVY'S VIEWS IN GOC INTERNAL LOS POLICY DISCUSSION. 

2. BOTH STATED THAT COLOMBIA'S NON-PARTICIPATION WAS EQUIVA- 
LENT TO AN ABSTENTION, TO EXPRESS THE GOC’S DISAGREEMENT WITH 
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THE TAKING OF A VOTE OVER AMERASINGHE'S CONTINUANCE AS PRESIDENT. 
THE GOC PREFERRED STRONGLY THAT AMERIASINGHE BE CONTINUED 
ON THE BASIS OF A CONSENSUS, IN DISAGREEMENT WITH A MAJORITY 
OF THE LATIIN AMERICAN GROUP. THEY SAID COLOMBIA WOULD STRONGLY 
SUPPORT AMERASINGHE AS LOS PRESIDENT AND AGAINST EFFORTS TO 
GET HIM TO RESIGN. 
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3. ADHERENCE TO INSTRUCTIONS BY COLOMBIAN DELEGATIONS AT INTER- 
NATIONAL CONFERENCES HAS IN THE PAST BEEN SPOTTY. THEY ARE 
SOMETIMES MORE RESPONSIVE TO PERSUASION FROM OTHER DELEGATIONS. 

IN VIEW OF THE CLEAR LINE EXPRESSED BY LONDONO AND BARONA, WE 
WOULD APPRECIATE BEING INFORMED IF THE COLOMBIAN DELEGATION 
DEPARTS FROM THIS LINE SO THAT, IF THE DEPARTMENT CONCURS, THE 
EMBASSY CAN ADVISE APPROPRIATE GOC OFFICIALS. 

ASENCIO 
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